
downstream. After the new dam 

was built, the lake was dredged 

again in 2001. The dredge spoils 

will be kept here on site, to be used 

as needed around the gardens. 

Plans are underway to put in a 

mesh and stone retainer on the 

north bank of Greenwood Lake, 

where there are graves perilously 

close to the eroding bank.   

     Our aquifer, the Potomac-

Raritan-Magothy Aquifer System, 

is at the surface here, from Foun-

tain Farms Park down to the Dela-

ware.  The open space at Lakeview 

and Fountain Farms allows for 

infiltration and recharge to the 

aquifer.  One of the first things 

Panther Tech did was dig a channel 

just beyond Greenwood Lake that 

allows the water to flow through 

the work site down to the dam at 

Rt. 130, which allows the infiltra-

tion and recharge processes to 

continue.  It also provides flowing 

water for those creek creatures that 

require it. 

Continued on page 2 

     In the early 1800s, this 

land was part of the Lippincott farm.  

The office across the lake was built 

around 1820 and was the original farm-

house.  Mirror Lake, as it is known 

now, came into existence when the 

Lippincott's put in a mill. Using the 

Pompestonõs energy to power the mill 

seems fitting, since Pompeston means 

òbread in a miry placeó in the language 

of the Lenape. The land was purchased 

in 1929, and the cemetery association 

formed in 1930. Lakeview and the 

cemetery association will be celebrating 

their 80th anniversary next year.  Al-

though the garden dates its beginning at 

1930, the first burial took place in 1932.  

While some of the features have 

changed over the years, the park has 

always maintained its sense of dignity 

by permitting only flat grave markers. 

Today there are more than 24,000 

people interred here.  
     As many of you know, Greenwood 

Lake and Mirror Lake are being 

dredged once again. I have received 

numerous phone calls and e-mails from 

people who are concerned about the 

effect of the work on the wildlife 

and the effects on the creek itself.  

Rather than being upset or angry, I 

would like everyone to understand 

the situation, and join me in being 

glad the Lakeview Cemetery Asso-

ciation is handling the project the 

way they are.  They gone through 

the proper channels, obtained the 

proper permits before work began, 

and hired a very reputable company 

experienced in wetlands remediation, 

Panther Technologies.  
     The type of soil in this part of 

the watershed erodes easily, and 

even with the use of proper silt 

fencing and common sense, a build-

up of sediment still occurs. Without 

dredging, the water quality (and 

quantity) will diminish, and the site 

will become uninhabitable for the 

creatures who call this place home. 

In 1987, muskrats had dug out the 

foundation of the dam; the combina-

tion of heavy rains and all that sedi-

ment pushing against the weakened 

dam caused it to collapse. The ensu-

ing flood waters affected all of 

Lakeview  

Walk the Walk!  
          

       On Sunday, April 18, 

2010, the PCWA will hold its 

first ever òWalk the Walkó 

walkathon.  The 5 mile route 

will start at Pompeston Park in 

Moorestown and wind its way 

through the watershed to the 

finish at Riverton Park. 

     The event is intended to not 

only raise funds, needed to sup-

port our ongoing mission, but is 

designed to make people more 

aware of the creek and the 

PCWA. 

     The route through Moores-

town, Cinnaminson and River-

ton goes by a half dozen spots 

where the creek can be accessed 

for walking/hiking, bird watching 

or canoeing/kayaking. 

         For more information about 

this event, contact Cindy Pierson 

at 609-760-3223 or send an e-mail 

to:  PCWA_info@yahoo.com . 

       Pre-registration packets are 

available at Longõs Automotive & 

Petco in Cinnaminson or on-line 

at www.pompestoncreek.org 
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The heavy rain and major snow-

storm that hit Burlington County 

in December had a major impact 

on numerous neighborhoods 

throughout Moorestown, Cinna-

minson and Delran.  These 

events have made clear the need 

for storm water management in 

our towns.  Even though these 

communities are a part of a re-

gional storm water plan, put 

together by the Rutgers Coop-

erative Extension Water Re-

sources Program, in partnership 

with the PCWA, the Burlington 

County Department of Recourse 

Conservation, and the townships 

of Moorestown, Cinnaminson, 

Delran, and the Borough of 

Riverton, local residents can help 

prevent flooding in their base-

ments, yards and streets by re-

membering a few simple things.  

˂Keep the grates of near-by 

storm sewers clear. Donõt wait 

for the township to clear the 

debris. A rake, a trash bag and 5 

minutes are all that you need to 

make sure that storm water has a 

place to drain. 

˂When youõre done shoveling 

your driveway and sidewalks 

after a heavy snow, check the 

storm sewers on your street. 

Packed  snow will block the 

through the marsh muck at the waterõs 

edge.  We pack sandwiches, soda, chips 

and candy for lunch.  Mom gets her keys 

and we pile into her car.  The trunk is 

filled with fishing rods, nets and buckets 

of all sizes.  Once we get to Lakeview, we 

run down the hill to set up our site near 

the dam.  We snatch our nets and poles 

and start fishing! 

       Two of us use the rods and the other 

two use the nets.  The frogs and turtles 

are hard to catch with the nets because 

they blend in with the mud.  Red-eared 

sliders, paints and snappers are the most 

common turtles we find. 

    The following article was 

written by  12 year old watershed 

resident, Matt Crepps. 

 

           On hot, steamy summer days, 

my friends John, Tom, Markus and I 

pack up to go fishing at Lakeview 

Cemetery.  We search my back yard 

for night crawlers.  The fish always go 

for the worms and hot dogs we bring 

for baité because theyõre so tasty!  We 

bring rubber boots for walking 

         After half an hour, we regroup at 

the dam.  We fill up the buckets with 

water and put the critters in.  Usually 

we catch bass, sunnies, crayfish, tad-

poles and carp.  We name the biggest 

animals of the day.  Some of the names 

weõve used are òBig Daddyó, òBubbaó, 

òFreddie the Frogó and òTimmy the 

Tadpoleó.  Sometimes we have the 

good luck to be there during catfish 

breeding season, and there are hundreds 

of baby catfish swimming in a school.  

My friends and I quickly scoop them up 

and put them in a tub.  The water is 

very black from what looks like a 

òcatfish cloudó. 

December Flooding  

òGood Olõ Times in the Pompeston Creekó 

Lakeview  continued from page 1  
how to better deal with the tur-

tles; they even borrowed some 

large nets, and have promised to 

call me if they find any excep-

tional specimens or run into any 

problems.  So far, only non-

native red-ear sliders and two 

snapping turtles have been un-

earthed ; most of our native 

species have been smart enough 

to hibernate farther from the 

water.  The project should be 

completed by the end of Febru-

ary, in plenty of time for Lake-

view and the animals to get 

ready for spring.  

As the Turtle Lady, I was 

concerned about the effect of 

dredging on the hibernating turtles 

that make their homes at Lakeview.  

After speaking with workers from 

Panther Technologies, I am pleased 

to report that they are doing every-

thing they can to protect the ani-

mals.  Due to the nature of the 

project, it is inevitable that some 

turtles may be injured or killed, but 

rest assured, that number is being 

kept to a minimum due to the dili-

gence and professionalism of the 

people doing the work.  They were 

genuinely interested in learning 

òThey were genuinely 

interested in learning 

how to better deal 

with the turtlesó 
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Ducks swimming in the path 
behind Rush School  

grate more thoroughly than other types of 

debris, causing water from the melting 

snow to back up just like it does in torren-

tial rain. 

˂Donõt rake your leaves into the street. 

Not only are they washed down to the 

storm sewers, they create hazardous driving 

conditions. 

˂Place your trash cans and recycling 

buckets up on the curb. If they are in 

the street, rushing storm water can 

knock them over and dump the con-

tents, which will block the storm sew-

ers. With no where to drain, the water 

backs up into the streets and yards. (In 

some towns, you can be fined for 

putting trash cans and recycling buck-

ets in the street.) 

 

˂Remember that we all live down-

stream! Everything that enters the 

storm sewers finds it way to our 

streams and creeks, the river, and 

eventually into our water supply. 

 

˂If you have questions or want more 

information about the regional storm 

water management plan, contact the 

PCWAõs environmental scientist, Deb-

bie Lord, at 856-235-9204.  You can 

read the plan at::     

http://www.water.rutgers.edu/

Projects/Pompeston/Pompeston.html   

         We fish and net all afternoon, and 

always get lucky.  We take turns with the 

rods and nets.  At the end of the day, we 

go home to show off our catch.  A 

branch of the Pompeston Creek that 

feeds Greenwood Lake at Lakeview runs 

behind my house, so we release the crea-

tures there. 

 

         Each of us has a story to tell the 

next day.  This is a perfect day for a 

bunch of teenage boys during the sum-

mer months in Cinnaminsoné fishing 

and hanging out with friends! 

This article was written before the two blizzards we had in 

February.  Needless to say, the delay in getting this article 

out to the watershed is one of the reasons we would like 

to get the newsletters out more often. 

http://www.water.rutgers.edu/Projects/Pompeston/Pompeston.html
http://www.water.rutgers.edu/Projects/Pompeston/Pompeston.html


 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend and Neighbor of the Pompeston Creek: 

 The Pompeston Creek, which runs through your town, is an environment hosting fish, turtles, salamanders, owls, beaver and 

deer.  Trying to improve the health of the creek is a constant battle because as our population grows, the creek experiences increased 

flooding, erosion, pollution, and destruction of native habitats. Only the constant efforts of volunteers who monitor and clean the water-

shed keep it healthy along with donations from friends and neighbors like you who support this work: 

Ø Education ïAlong with Earth Day and community festivals, the PCWA takes clean water programs to thousands of residents in 

watershed towns to fulfill the municipal storm water requirements.  The PCWA also teaches watershed, wetland and clean 

water programs to over 500 school children each year, including: Wetland Wonders at Moorestown Upper Elementary School 

and the Project WET Festivals in Cinnaminson. 

Ø Creek Cleanups ï PCWA volunteers clean up creek and buffer areas several times a year.  In four cleanups this year, we re-

moved more than 60 contractor bags of trash (bottles, cans, and Styrofoam),  bicycles, scooters, chairs, tires, a rake, shovels, 

lumber, plastic tubs, dog waste, buckets, and many other items. The PCWA often partners with local students and scout troops 

in these efforts. 

Ø Water Quality Monitoring ïThe Pompeston Creek is on NJôs List of Impaired Water Bodies.  But the NJDEP does not monitor 

bacteria and chemical parameters in our creek, so the PCWA has worked to improve our monitoring program to meet the 

NJDEPôs standards. Now the NJDEP has approved and uses PCWA water quality data. We also work with NJDEP and the 

Rutgers Water Resources Program to identify sources of bacteria and to reduce dangerous levels in our water 

Ø Stream and Habitat Restoration ïPCWA members and local students continue to improve habitat by removing invasive plants 

and replanting native species. We held seven restoration sessions along the stream and in storm water detention basins to 

improve the health of our creek and surrounding buffers. These restored areas enhance wildlife habitats, strengthen eroded 

stream banks, filter out pollutants, and reduce flooding while improving property values along the creek. 

Ø Advocacy ï The PCWA is working with Rutgers University, the townships, and Burlington County to implement the Regional 

Storm Water Management Plan to reduce flooding and to improve stream health.  The PCWA has a System to notify residents 

of potential hazards such as sewage spills.  The PCWA is also working to protect wetlands in the watershed. 

Ø Community Outreach ï Throughout the coming year, the PCWA will be holding their monthly meetings in various locations 

around the watershed, in order to provide residents the opportunity to express their concerns about living near the creek. In 

addition, we will be sponsoring a series of informational and educational programs for watershed residents. 

 Please consider a gift to help us continue to provide these important programs.  We are deeply grateful for your confidence in 

the PCWA. and your financial support . Your contributions enable us to succeed in our efforts to promote the restoration and conserva-

tion of the natural resources of the Pompeston Creek Watershed through scientific investigations, research, and education.  Together we 

can make a difference! 

 

Yours for cleaner water, 

 

Cynthia L. Pierson 

President 



Help Protect the Pompeston Creek Watershed ð Become a Member 

Membership Benefits:  

o Invitations to special events, outdoor activities, and presentations 

o Receive our biannual newsletter, Watershed News 

o Supporting monitoring, restoration, and education programs for a cleaner stream 

o Corporate membership ð acknowledged in newsletters and on website, certificate 

Basic Membership:    Corporate Membership:  

o Individual or Family   $ 15              Corporate                   $ 100 

o Supporting Donation $____   Supporting Donation $____ 

Total $____              Total $____ 

Iõm interested in volunteering for _________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________. 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to Pompeston Creek Watershed Association and mail to: 

Pompeston Creek Watershed Association, P.O. Box 2883, Cinnaminson, NJ 08077  

PCWA is a tax exempt organization under section 501c (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions may be deducted as provided by law. 

 

The Pompeston Creek begins in Moorestown and flows through Cinnaminson, Delran, and Riverton into 

the Delaware River. Its watershed covers approximately 9 square miles. 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _______________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________________ 

What skills and talents would you like to utilize when you volunteer with PCWA? 

Administrative   Communications                Watershed Management     Education  

Grant Writing  Publicity    Stream Cleanup                 n schools 

Website design    Fundraising                           Restoration              n the community 

Finance /Accounting Writing Assortment                Stream Monitoring              Events planning 

Membership   Marketing Mailings                 Preservation 

Data Management   Advocacy Photography   Horticulture 

Legal   Newsletter /Videographer 

Wish List 

__ printer/scanner/copier         __ gardening tools           __ park benches 

__ ink cartridges          __ binoculars             __ sampling nets 

__ computer paper/card stock        __ rubber boots             __ seining net 

__ water monitoring equipment        __ field guides (birds, fish)      __ trash bags 

__ gift certificates for native plants         __ canoes or kayaks                 __ wheelbarrow 

__ components for creek bank stabilizing or crib walls            __ creek side property or easement for access point 

 

We welcome your interests, talents, skills, and willingness to share.  Adding your efforts to the work of others makes everyoneôs lives 

better.  To inquire about volunteer opportunities, or to arrange pick-up of donated items, please call 609-760-3223 or e-mail turtle-

lady527@comcast.net  Tax deductible contributions are always appreciated. 



 As the snow starts to 

melt, and the days begin to 

lengthen, we realize that spring is 

right around the corner.  And that 

means we can get back to our 

restoration, maintenance and 

cleanup work throughout the 

watershed. Here are just some of 

the dates and locations we have on 

the calendar so far: 

March 29, Baker School Basin work 

session, Moorestown, 3:40 pm 

April 5, Riverton Road Basin w/ 

MFS, Moorestown, 10:15 AM  

May 6, Tidal Marsh Creek Cleanup 

w/ CHS, Cinnaminson, 8:30 AM 

June 27, 2010  

Riverton Memorial Park cleanup, 

12:00PM 

 It is also the time of 

year when our educational pro-

grams kick into high gear. 

We will be at the Palmyra Cove 

Nature Park for the Sustainability 

Fair on April 17th 

Of course, the òWalk the Walkó 

event (see story pg.1)as part of the 

40th anniversary celebration of 

Earth Day on April 18th 

The PCWA will be participating 

once again in òWetland Wondersó, 

a two day program held at the 

Upper Elementary School in 

Moorestown on June 3rd & 4th. 

The Burlington County Earth Fair 

at Smithville on June 19th 

The Riverton 4th of July Celebra-

tion, on July 3rd. 

        For more information, please 

contact Cindy Pierson at 609-760-

3223 or our outreach coordinator 

at PCWA_info@yahoo.com 

       

 

 

 I have recently taken on orga-

nizing our restoration projects. We have 

four sites in Moorestown that we have 

been commissioned to restore under grant 

funding: the north side of New Albany 

road, Baker School basin, Maple Dawson 

Park basin, and Teabury Run basin.  We 

work with the Moorestown Friends Envi-

ronmental Class, Moorestown High School 

Environmental Club, Baker School 3rd 

graders, and volunteers like you to clean-

up,  remove invasive plant species, and 

shore up the creek's banks.   

 

 

 

 Hello, My name is Judie Marie 

Roszek and I am the board secretary for the 

Pompeston Creek Watershed Association.  If 

you are receiving this newsletter you've 

heard of the PCWA, but probably not of 

me. My main focus for PCWA is to write up 

the minutes for each board meeting.  While 

this isn't one of those glamorous positions, it 

is needed.  I help PCWA do its work anyway 

I can. 

 I am very excited about 

being able to work more directly with 

all of our volunteers, of all ages, and 

hope to meet you at one of the work 

days.  (Check out the dates at the top of 

this page!) Please be sure you introduce 

yourself! 

Workinõ in the Watershed 

òWords from the Watershedó   

Get Involved!  
which we depend, and bees have been 

disappearing. It is estimated that the 

pollinating work of bees is worth four 

to six billion dollars per year.  

 To participate in this pro-

ject: send for your seeds, plant them in 

the garden and two weekends a month 

sit outside and record the number of 

bees visiting the sunflowers for 30 

minutes. To get your seeds visit 

www.greatsunflower.org  

        

Would you like to help 

take the Pulse of our Planet?  Volunteers 

are needed to Track Seasonal Signs of 

Climate Change across the nation. The 

goal is to get outdoors and help record 

the effects of climate on seasonal 

changes in plant and animal behavior. 

Volunteers will observe and record dates 

of flowering, fruiting and other seasonal 

events.  Scientists will use this data to 

track the effects of climate change on the 

earthõs life-support systems.  Check it 

out at www.budburst.org      

 

 

 

 

 Sunflowers always attract 

birds and insects. Currently, sunflower 

seeds are being distributed for free 

through the òGreat Sunflower Pro-

ject.ó The goal is to attract more bees 

because they pollinate many plants upon 

INCIDENT 
REPORTING  

 

   During heavy rainfall 
events, stormwater may 
overflow from sanitary 
sewers due to infiltration and 
inflow (including sump 
pumps connected to sanitary 
sewers).  

 

    To report overflows and/
or flooding, call: 
  Moorestown 235-3520  
  Cinnaminson 8292271 
  Delran 609-923-5052                   
  Riverton 829-1792 

 

    To report a water quality 
problem, hazardous waste 
spills, illegal dumping, odors, 
or wildlife problems, call the 
NJ Department of 
Environmental Protection 
Action Hotline,  
1-877-927-6337, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

   

    To report a sediment 
pollution problem or 
improper soil erosion control 
measures, call the Burlington 
County Soil Conservation 
District at 609-267-7410. 

 

 Please also report the 
problem to PCWA at  
856-235-9204 or  
609-760-3223.  

 

Thanks for caring and 
taking ACTION!  

Page 5 

Volume 59, Issue 1  

Cinnaminson  High School  
Students   April 2009  

This section of our newsletter features an  

article from one of our trustees in each issue. 


